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EDITORIAL 

The Newsletter Editor’s report   newslettereditor@solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk 

Dear readers, I hope that you are, all in good spirits today, because we have lots of good events 

coming up for the next quarter. I hope that the weather doesn’t deteriorate too much after the 

lovely sunshine we have just had recently and stop us getting us in the mood for all those nice 

things waiting out there, so don’t be shy come and join in the fun.  

If you have any questions or thoughts that you would like published. Please contact me. 

 

Chairman’s Musings by George Palmer 

At this carve-in I was continually reminded of how strong a group we have become. 

As I was attacking a piece of wood, I over heard a discussion about techniques and talk of 

foreign travel. In the next room along with the thump of a mallet, there was laughter and jokes 

being said. None of this slowed the pace of work of individuals carving. Members were flowing 

from one room to another discussing projects or just socialising over a cup of tea or coffee. 

It all reminded me that the Guild is not just about carving it is also about making connections 

with other people. This also one of the main reasons for the social evenings as it allows older 

less able members to continue to make those connections and to be a part of our vibrant group. 

So don’t neglect socials as they are just as important as the carve-ins 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE MEETING held on 17

th
 April 2019 

The Committee met on the 17
th
 April. There are still some Members who have not renewed 

their subs of informed the Treasurer that they are leaving. The Programme for the remainder of 

2019 was confirmed. Preparation for the AGM was the main topic. The accounts were reviewed 

which showed a deficit for the year of around £300. This was mainly due to one-off 

expenditure. A financial forecast, excluding donations, for the following year indicated a 

continuing deficit thus suggesting a need to increase subscriptions. However by taking 

donations into account the deficit would be eliminated therefore it was agreed not to alter 

current subscription rates. The work load and spreading the experience of the Committee was 

highlighted. This will be discussed further at the next Committee Meeting. 
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SATURDAY CARVE-INS 
The following Carve-Ins are  

The 4
th
 of May  

The 18
th
 of May 

The 1
st
 of June – Michael Painter visit 

Due to a clash of events the extra planned Carve-In for 15
th
 June has been cancelled. 

 

VISIT BY MIKE PAINTER 

The visit by Mike Painter has been rearranged for 1
st
 June when he will give some 

guidance to each Member attending, and then a workshop during that day. 
 

 

DONATIONS 
A donation of woodcarving books was made by Norman March. Norman taught woodcarving at 

a course at the Portsmouth University.  

 

Clive Watkins has kindly donated his late Father’s carving tools to the Guild for use by new 

Members. These were sold at a nominal sum and £45 was raised for the Guild. His father, Col. 

F C Watkins, was the first president of the Essex guild of woodcarvers, see the newspaper 

article. 

The Guild thanks both Clive and Norman for their kind donations. 
 

TOOLS 
With the tools donated by Col. Watkins was a couple of catalogues dated around 1968. The 

Gouges cost between £10/0 (for a 16” No. 3) up to £60/0 (for a 2” No. 9) or in today’s money 

from 50p up to £3. Handles though were extra at about £1/0 (5p) each. Mallets were less than 

15/0 (75p). A working man’s wage in those days were possibly around £1,500 compared with 

£30,000 today – a twenty fold increase compared to a forty plus increase in tools! That’s life.  

 

DEMONSTRATIONS  
On May the 12

th
 our first demonstration of 2019 is a new one for us at The Sustainability 

Centre at East Meon, GU32 1HR. where they will be holding their South Downs Green Fair on 

the Sunday. It is planned to set up on the Saturday. 

Arrival on the Sunday is 0830 (at the latest) as cars need to be off-site by 0900. Finish is at 

1700. Passes will be required.  

Please let John Vardon know if you wish to attend. 

 

On 2
nd

 June is the Solent Gardeners Fayre at Wide Lane, Eastleigh, SO50 5PE. 

Arrival is 0900 and finish at 1700.  

Please let John Vardon know if you are attending 

 

On 28
th
 July we will be attending another new demonstration, Called Rustic Sunday, at the  

Rural Life Centre on 28
th
 July. Location Reeds Road, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 2DL 

 Arrival is at 0830 with finish at 1700. Passes may be required. Please let John Vardon know if 

you wish to attend. 
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SOCIAL REPORTS 

Pub and Board games By George and Lin Palmer  

To set the scene here you can see we are just settling down to an evening of fun and games, 

George and I thought you might like to see some of the action. 

 

 
 

 

 

Dominos has never been so exciting! 
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    Jess playing shove ha,penny 

 

A Close up look at the Life of a Honey Bee by Gill Sadler 
For our social evening in March, David Neild gave us an illustrated talk entitled  

“A close-up look at the life of a honey bee”.  He has been a member of  

Portsmouth Bee Keeper Society for 25 years. The Society has 140 members and 

is affiliated to the British Bee Keeping Association which allows £5 million 

third party insurance. He explained that in the Summer there are 50,000 to 60,000  

bees in a hive and about 20,000 workers and a queen in the winter when the  

drones will be expelled. A single queen whose task is just to lay eggs, the  

drones (few hundred ) whose only job is to mate with the queen.  The remainder  

are non-egg producing female bees who are the workers. They do everything!  

They produce the cells for the queen to lay her eggs, they feed her and 

look after the larva and pupa, go out foraging and collecting nectar and pollen. They  

also make the wax. The queen may live up to four years and can lay up to  

2,000 eggs a day. If there is little room for egg laying the queen will take half  

the workers and form another colony which is when they swarm. The workers  

will then feed up  a young queen to take over the hive. David brought along  

examples of his equipment and his local honey for us to buy. His knowledge  

and enthusiasm made an interesting evening enjoyed by all who came. 

 

Quiz Evening By Gill Sadler and Jean Cripps 

Yet again Gill and Jean have excelled themselves again, and supplied us with some excellent 

quizzes. The evening went well where everybody’s brains seem to be kicking into play. It helps 

that there are prizes to be won and nibbles to enjoy as well. 

This made for a very pleasant evening, we all enjoyed it. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING SOCIAL EVENINGS 
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AGM 
The Guild’s AGM will be held on 8

th
 May at the Portchester Community Centre at 1730. 

The calling notice with Agenda is attached with this Newsletter. 

Minutes of last year’s AGM are available from the Secretary and will be available to peruse 

on the night. 

As well as the usual reports, we will need nominations for a number of Committee 

positions namely Chairman, Secretary and Social Secretary and two ordinary Committee 

Members. Please would all Members consider volunteering for one of these positions. In 

particular the position of Social Secretary is important as without one we would have to 

seriously re-consider social events. Ask any Committee member if you want to know more. 

The Guild can’t function effectively if they are not filled. Nomination forms are included in 

the AGM Agenda. 

Following the AGM there will be the voting for the Bill Pinney trophy, which has the theme 

‘anything marine’ or in other words anything to do with the sea!  

There will also be drinks with nibbles to round the evening off. 

 

The next social will be the annual Boule/Petanque by Gill Sadler 
On the 12

th
 June is the Petanque evening which is organized by Gill we all have a jolly good 

time so please come and have a go. As usual raffle and refreshments will be on hand. 

 

Talk on Royal Hospital Haslar by Gill Sadler 

In July David Gary will give us a talk entitled "Research into the history of Royal Hospital 

Haslar. David grew up in Gosport before joining the Royal Navy. He then trained as a reporter 

and worked in local government among other occupations and takes much interest in stocks and 

shares. He wrote his first novel while living in Spain and articles for a local magazine while 

there. He has a keen interest in local history and two of his published books are entitled "Going 

over the water - memories of the Gosport Ferry" and "Memories of Haslar".  This should be an 

interesting evening when he will tell us about researching information for these publications. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Only one new member this time, so can you please, welcome Andrew Pickering to the Guild. 

 

Historical Interests 

On the next page you will see a newspaper article on the formation of the Essex guild of wood 

carving the first since the 1420s; I guess they are a bit behind the times. The report then goes on 

to say various organizations have since cropped up.  It seems that over time the use of the word 

‘guild‘has been disputed, what constitutes a guild? Was it a group of master carvers or just a 

group of like minded people, who enjoy doing the same things? Then there’s us since 1978 and 

we are hopefully ready to continue for the next 40 years give or take a couple.  
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Ironic Comments supplied by Members 

 

What a miracle According to the bible, Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Palestine, 

A country where people are named Mohammed, Abdul, Mounir, Aziz, Ahmed, Farid, Omar 

Yousouf, Mouloud etc and yet he manages to find 12 friends called John, Peter, Paul, Phillip, 

Mark, Thomas, Luke, Matthew, Andrew, Simon plus 2 others…..who all drank wine 

Now that’s what I call a bloody miracle. 

 

A Stunning Senior Moment- priceless 

A self - important college freshmen walking along a beach took it upon himself to explain to a 

senior citizen resting on the steps why it was impossible for the older generation to understand 

his generation. “You grew up in a different world, actually an almost primitive one” the student 

said loud enough for others to hear. “The young people of today grew up with televisions, jet 

planes, space travel, man walking on the moon, ships and cell phones, computers with light 

speed…. And many more” after a brief silence, the senior citizen responded as follows. 

You’re right son. We didn’t have those things when we were young…. So we invented them. 

Now, you arrogant young upstart what are you doing for the next generation?  

 

They are designed to make you laugh! 

 

Sickness  
We were sorry to hear that Joan Baker has had a stroke but her sons say she is making a speedy 

recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Next issue July 31st 2019 (Please make sure that any submissions for 

the Newsletter, are received by no later than the 21st of July 2019) 
 

 

 
 

 
 


