
                        Issued on the 31
st
 of January 2020 

NEWSLETTER No 127 

November, December 2019, January 2020 Winter 

Edition 

Web site:                                                

http//www.solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk/ 

 

 

EDITORIAL The Editor’s thoughts   By LP 

To all our readers and members out there, a very happy new year to you all. Well, what a way to start the 

New Year, dismal and gloomy and not many bright sunny days to be going on with. I hear you say, 

pointing out the obvious, well it couldn’t get any worse could it. I’m hoping it will improve as time goes 

on. Now if you remember in the last news letter I mentioned that I had to put a hold on Alan Crockford’s 

wood carving story about the Bayeaux Tapestry. I have managed to sort it out now for Alan. So for those 

members that had an interest in this adventure, I found that it had been recorded in the archive’s past and 

it’s now in this time. So our Carve-ins have got off to a good start, with a couple of new faces. I hope with 

all the new changes going on in the guild that it will be another great year ahead for everyone. Would you 

like to tell me about your stories and interests that you would like to share with us because this helps to 

make the newsletter more interesting. We are always interested in what you have to say, thanks. 

newslettereditor@solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk 

 

Chairman’s Musings by George Palmer 

Welcome and a happy new year to you all. I don’t know about you but I always find it difficult to get back 

into the swing of things after xmas. I know we have a good year ahead of us with the shows we have opted 

for. Some of these we did for the first time last year new, such as the Rustic fair at the Rural Life centre 

and the Green fair at the Sustainability centre. There are also new organisers for the Southdowns show so 

it will be interesting to see what, if any, changes they make. The altered social calendar is a new try out 

which I hope will encourage others to join in with. With all that in mind I know that I will soon be 

motivated to get the chisels working. Hopefully so will you, certainly as we make our way through the 

second half of winter and look forward to the spring. Don’t forget to get stuck into the Bill Pinney entries 

and your competition entries for August. 

 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE MEETING held on 15th January 2020 

The programme for 2020 has been finalised and a copy has already been sent to Members. A further copy 

is attached to this Newsletter. 

The Treasurer reported he had received £250 from the Guild’s bank following significant issues obtaining 

required signatory approval.  

Due to a reduced social programme, the Committee agreed to reduce the Social Member’s subscription for 

the year 2020/21to £7. Sorry but no change to the full Members subscriptions!  

It was agreed to ‘refine’ the raffles by grouping some small prizes (if possible) and not allowing ‘tickets to 

be redrawn’, but there will still be the booby prize, if you win, it’s yours and you have to keep it. 
It has now been suggested that at the AGM as well as reports from the Guild Officers a report from the 

two ‘non Officers’, i.e. Sandra and Peter, may be of interest so if you would like anything included in their 

report please let them know. This will not preclude any comments being made at the AGM.   

The AGM (with the Bill Pinney competition) will now be held at a Carve-In at Portsmouth Grammar 

School on Saturday 16th May at 1130, we hope it would not last any longer than about 30 to 40 minutes 

max. Reports will be available in hard copy and only summarised at the meeting. This will give Social 

Members obviously the chance to attend in daylight hours and give them the opportunity to see what 

Members are carving. (Having said that, Social Members are welcome to come along to any  

mailto:newslettereditor@solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk


 

Carve-Ins even if it’s only to have a chat!) Anyone who does not normally attend Carve-Ins and wishes to 

visit please contact the Secretary (by email secretary@solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk or phone 02392 

263723) as you will need a code to enter PGS. 
 

PROGRAMME 

Attached is the 2020 Programme. Many of you will have already seen it. You will notice that the format 

has changed with ‘like events’ being grouped together and other minor changes. Your feedback on the 

format would be appreciated. As we do not have a Social Secretary we have reduced the Social 

programme to alternative months (for this year). There will be two talks, Petanque, Skittles, Presentation 

Dinner and the Christmas American supper. 

 

A Note from our Guild Treasurer 

As this is the last Newsletter of the current year, it falls to me to remind members that the financial year 

begins on the April 1
st
 .Subscriptions for 2020/2021 become due at this time. 

There are three ways in which payment can be made and are as follows:- 

1) By cash to the treasurer or any committee member.
 

      2) By cheque but please make payee as either.
 

a) SGWS or
 

b) Solent Guild of Woodcarvers and sculptors 

              NB: These are the only 2 formats which the bank will accept 

       3) By Bank Transfer 

Please contact the secretary or treasurer by email alwyn.brace@gmail.com for the necessary details which 

will then be emailed by return should you wish to use this option. 

The subscriptions for the year 2020/2021 are as follows:- 

Full Membership is £21 

Social Membership is £7* 

    *This fee has been reduced following a Committee Meeting at which it was agreed. This is because the 

social events programme has been reduced for 2020/2021.
 

 

 Help4Special Kids
 

 

Well we finally managed to hand over to the charity our cheque for £120. Lin and I made our way to their 

charity shop outlet in Copnor to hand it over to shop manager Lydia Chapman. They and I would like to 

thank all those who bought raffle tickets at the Annual dinner and especially to Joan Baker who donated 

the money from the sale of her husband Rays books.  
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SATURDAY CARVE-INS 

Carve-Ins continue on 

February, 1st  & 15th  

March 7th & 21st   

April 4th & 18th  

All at PGS from 0930 until 1600. 
 

, 

DEMONSTRATION REPORTS (by John Vardon) 

WHY DO WE STILL DEMONSTRATE WOODCARVING? (by John Vardon) 

The Heritage Crafts Association has put together a ‘Red List’ report of endangered crafts in the UK  

https://heritagecrafts.org.uk/redlist/. The report states that some crafts like cricket ball and lacrosse stick 

making are already extinct with many more like clog making, plane making, saw making and 

wainwrighting are critically endangered. I use to make planes like routers, which I still have, during my 

joiner apprenticeship in the early-1960s! Critically endangered means those crafts which are at serious risk 

of no longer being practiced in the UK. They include crafts with a shrinking base of craftspeople, limited 

training opportunities, low financial viability and little ability to pass on the skills. Woodcarving is still 

classed as currently viable’, in a healthy state and with sufficient craftspeople to pass on the skills. The 

report suggests there are between 51 and 100 professional woodcarvers in the UK, over 300 serious 

amateurs and 900 plus leisure carvers. However there are a number of issues affecting the viability of the 

craft in particular in the professional group of woodcarvers which has been in decline in the early-21st 

century. This is due to changing tastes, foreign competition in particular from Indonesia, India and China, 

training issues, cost, lack of awareness and advances in CNC routing and 3-D printing. This in turn could 

affect the leisure carvers like ourselves. So let’s keep demonstrating and keep the craft alive. One 

demonstration we are attending this year is at the Weald & Downland Living Museum in August which 

has the theme ‘Heritage Crafts at Risk’. It could be an interesting weekend. One criticism of the report is it 

mentions the British Woodcarvers Association and Master Carvers Association but makes no mention of 

all the ‘local clubs’, like ours, which help to keep the craft alive. 
 

 

THE BILL PINNEY COMPETITION for 2020 

The competition for the Bill Pinney Trophy at the AGM has the theme ‘floral in relief’ chosen by Sandra. 

The maximum size is A4 (297mm x 210mm) and up to 75mm (3”) thick, in any woods of your choosing. 

 Note you only have 3 months to get it completed in. 

 

FORTH COMING DEMONSTRATIONS 
The first demonstration of the year is the Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre at Clanfield 

On the 10
th

 of May 2020 

 

SOCIAL REPORTS by Lin Palmer 

As you’ve probably have guessed, that there will only be 6 socials a year now, or until we can find another 

social secretary. I was doing it temporarily but as we’ve had no offers, it was decided to just cut the 

numbers down. 

 

Report for the American Supper by Lin Palmer 
It turned out to be, a wonderful success again I’m so pleased to say, I’m sure we all know the routine by 

now, you supply the food and I supply the soft drinks and extra bits and pieces and with me organising it, 

and your help, we end up with an amazing evening to set us up for Christmas, does that sound a fair 

conclusion, Well I did forget something the quizzes supplied by Gill, and the raffle which also wouldn’t 

work without your support. I do feel it’s a good combo. 

I do hope you will support me again next year and in the mean time may luck be with you for another 

year. Lin 

 

 



 
The Mary Rose   A talk by Mike Hill 

 

 
Carving by Alan Crockford 

 

We were given an in-depth look into the raising of the Mary Rose and the artefacts that they recovered 

with it. Mike was part of the office staff of the Mary Rose trust and was therefore able to give us a really 

good insight into the raising and conservation of that iconic ship. He shared his knowledge well and 

interspersed it with anecdotes and humour. I know many of us had visited the Mary Rose at some point 

but it was nice to hear about it from someone in the know. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SOCIAL EVENINGS 

 

Electric Guitar and Bass building 
On February 12

th
There will be a talk on the “Electric Guitar and Bass Building”. The talk will be given by 

Jason Lindsay who is Barry’s son-in-law. The basis of the talk will be about some of the techniques he has 

used whilst making guitars.  He has plenty of pictures of his builds which he will put on the projector 

screen and will bring some guitars as well for people to look at. It should be an interesting talk. 
 

Alex Jones woodsculptor 

 On April the 8
th

 Alex Jones, a Wood Sculptor, will give a talk on “Wood Sculpting”     

Alex has worked as a woodcarver since completing training in 1991. Since 1992 he has worked on 

commissions for a variety of people and institutions around the world. Amongst other subjects he 

specialises in large scale carvings of our smallest creatures, insects. 

His insects range in size from life size to a 15ft butterfly being carved for the Oasis academy in 

Southampton.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Dragon Tree by George Palmer 

I was sent a photo by friends visiting Tenerife. It of a tree called the Dragon tree and is the largest of 

its type. When cut it exudes a blood red sap that was used in a variety of ways including varnishing 

and lacquering and it also has medicinal properties.  

 
It is unusual in that it has no growth rings but is believed to be many hundreds of years old. As it 

grows every 10/15 years the branch stops growing and the stem produces flowers. Then a crown of 

buds appears and the stem starts branching again, this goes on and on to produce that umbrella 

shape. 

The biggest recorded one that was destroyed in a storm in 1868 was 25m tall and had a perimeter of 

23m. This one is 22m high with a perimeter of 22m. 

The only thing is that it is a member of the asparagus family and not a real tree. I won’t look forward 

to seeing that on my dinner plate anytime in the future. 

 
The Scalloway Museum on Mainland Shetland. By Andy Banger 
In Scalloway museum on the West coast of Mainland Shetland there are many fascinating exhibits, 

three with carving interest. The first, approximately 2’ to 2’ 6” wide, is a tribute to the “Shetland 

Bus”. Following the German invasion of Norway in 1940 several fishing boats sailed from the 

Norwegian coast to Shetland carrying refugees. It was realised that these vessels could be used for 

clandestine operations and a special force was set up. The fishing boats were eventually augmented 

with three submarine hunters.  
 

 



 
 
http://www.scallowaymuseum.org/the-shetland-bus.htmlx 

The accompanying legend reads:- 

“Carving in maple by T Andreas Faeroy depicting the three submarine chasers Hessa, Hitra and Vigra lying in 

Scalloway. The chain motif framing the carving symbolises the unbroken link between Scalloway and Bomlo, 

Norway. 

Andreas was a Shetland Bus veteran who had been engineer on the fishing boat Bergholm and later on the Vigra, 

commanded by Leif Larsen. 

Original wood carving in 1990 by T Andreas Faeroy, Washington, USA. 

Donated by the artist”. 

There are also two pieces of carving salvaged from the wreck of HMS 

Oceanic. Built in 1899, the largest ship of her time, and requisitioned by the 

Navy in 1914 she was originally a White Star liner, hence the ornate carvings. 

 

 
 

 
 
She was commissioned in August and two weeks later ran aground off Foula in Shetland and was 

wrecked. A very short naval service! Reading her entry in Wikipedia it seems she was rather an 
unlucky ship, being involved in various incidents from the start of her career. 

 

 

 



The Bayeux Tapestry in wood by Alan Crockford 
Whilst on holiday in France Alan and Shirley met a wood carver called Pierre Bataille in France, he 

was carving a full sized copy of the Bayeux tapestry in his work shop in the village of Saint Saveur 

Le Vicompte near Cherbourg. When they got back they told some members at the guild, and 

organised a visit the go and meet the wood carver which they did. About 10 of us went in a fleet of 

cars to the village of Sainte Saveur Le Vicompte, which is just a few kilometers south of Cherbourg. 

There we saw his workshop and carvings of the tapestry which he had finished it. In the mean time 

an Exhibition Organiser from the Hall at Winchester castle who sets up all the hall exhibitions, was 

giving a talk on the Battle of Hasting, when Alan told her about Pierre Bataille and his carvings. She 

then went to France to see for herself and met Pierre Bataille, She booked and brought him and his 

carvings back to the UK, for the Exhibition in the great hall. The Organisers put Pierre up and then 

he met the Queen other on the opening day of the exhibition, He was very pleased to have met the 

queen mother it made him very proud. Pierre Bataille offered it to Winchester Castle but they 

declined saying they didn’t win the battle anyway, So Pierre offered it to Disneyland that’s where it 

ended up.  Now some years later Dr Derek Duff, a former member of the Guild’s daughter Jackie 

Duff was on a visit to France on holiday recently, as she lives in Australia, and she had visited the 

Bayeux Tapestry and had wondered what happened to the wooden copy well ,Shirley and I were 

able to tell her what had happened to it. 

 
These are the group of members that went on the visit to Pierre Bataille. You can see Pierre stood 

second from the left, next to Alan, in the top row in front of his carvings.  

Also discovered in the achive was a newspaper article about the wooden Bayeux Tapestry, which I 

thought might give some background to Alans story. 

 

(TWO OAK trees) and eight years of painstaking work resulted in one of the Domesday Exhibition’s 

finest show pieces, a full size carved replica of the Bayeux Tapestry. It is all the work of Frenchman 

Pierre Bataille, who can trace his ancestry to the Domesday Book and has been passionately 

interested in William the Conqueror since childhood. The 22 carved wooden panels form the lining 

to the great hall and were brought to Winchester from Peirre’s home town Saint-Sauveur-Le-

Vicomte.  Bataille was spurred on to attempt the giant project after a Norman journalist remarked on 

the likeness of some of his earlier panels to the tapestry. He worked on the frieze for 2 hours every 

day including Sundays, He never got bored, after all the Bayeux Tapestry is a theatre and I was 

thrilled at the chance to produce this big historical spectacle, he said. 

The article goes on to talk about the tapestry.  



This is Peirre carving the Bayeux Tapestry in his workshop. Here you can see all the panels that have already 

been carved. This is some achievement for one man. 

 

 

WEB SITE http//www.solentguildofwoodcarvers.org.uk,  

For whatever reason some Members did not receive an email about the postponement of the Carve-In on 

January 11
th

 which had to be moved to January the 18
th

, to which the Secretary sent the email a second       

time so apologies if you got it twice.  

The change was included on the Guild’s web site so it’s important to check the web site prior to an event .  

The usual emails Members should be receiving are our Newsletter, SWS Newsletter, programme, AGM 

details and notes from the Chairman. If you have not been receiving any of these please let the Secretary 

know. The same centrally held circulation list is used. 

 

Sickness  

John Horn phoned the Secretary just before Christmas to apologise for not attending Carve-Ins. As well as  

looking after parents (both sides) he suffered a minor stoke himself. He says it’s affecting his vision and  

cannot safely carve as he’s not sure if he is carving the wood or his fingers! 

 

Next issue 30
th

 April 2020 (Please make sure that any submissions for the  

next newsletter, are received by no later than the April 25
th

 2020) Lin Palmer. 

 

 

 

 

 


